DAILY NEWS (Late Final)
15 Nov 2013, p.5

Dig-out
port land
struggle
shapes up

NOSIPHO MNGOMA

ENVIRONMENTAL activists
marched in solidarity with
small-scale farmers yesterday
in fighting removal from land
earmarked for the development
of the dig-out-port.

The group of marchers held
up traffic in the narrow Refin-
ery Road in Prospecton to
protest against the removal of
17 small-scale farmers who
grow vegetables on 100
hectares of land.

The land they farm was part
of the R1.85 billion acquisition
of 641ha by Transnet from the
Airports Company South
Africa. This included the old
airport.

The chairman of the Air-
port Farmers Association, Siga
Govender, said in a democratic
South Africa Transnet should
not be able to do as it pleased
because it now owned the land.

“They bought this land
knowing we are here. They
should have considered us in
their plans.”

However, Transnet’s pro-
gramme director for the dig-out
port, Marc Descoins, said the
farmers’ lease with the Air-
ports Company had long since
expired and they were on a
month-to-month contract.

He said: “Transnet has indi-
cated that it is willing to enter
into three-year contracts that
would allow the farmers on the
site to farm until early 2016
which is when construction of
the proposed new port is due to
start.”

He said people had been en-
courage to give input to the
Sustainable Port Development
Framework and would also be
given opportunities to con-
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tribute during the environmen-
tal impact assessment process,
beginning early next year.

However, Govender said
they had found out about the
sale of the land only when they
had received letters from
Transnet in October last year.

“The land means the world
to me I'm here six days a week,
from 7 o’ clock in the morning
till 5 0’ clock in the afternoon,
and when I get home it’s only
my farm that I think of and
nothing else. So it’s my liveli-
hood and I would like to remain
on the land.”

But some farmers have al-
ready thrown in the towel.
Vishnu Govender, who took
over farming the land after his

father died 20 years ago, did not
believe they could win against
“such a big company”.

“No matter how hard we
jump and scream, when they
want us out we will be out,”
said Govender.

“It’s sad because my family
has been living off this land for
years, but what can you do?”

Bobby Peek, director of en-
vironmental watch group
groundWork, said the lack of
consultation with the farmers
was unconstitutional.

The march was part of a
People’s Climate Camp cam-
paign, organised by ground-
Work, the South Durban Com-
munity Environmental
Alliance and other environ-

mental organisations.

The gathering aimed to
“highlight the failure of inter-
national climate negotiations,
protest against the expansion
of dirty energy in South Africa
and demonstrate our deter-
mined opposition to the expan-
sion of Durban’s port and
petrochemical industries,” said
Peek.

It coincides with the UN
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change conference
COP19 in Warsaw, Poland.

Peek said despite the “cli-
mate emergency”, govern-
ments and corporates were still
refusing to map a meaningful
way forward to deal with cli-
mate change.

People came from as far as
Gauteng and Mpumalanga to
join the march.

Samson Mokoena, of the
Vaal Environmental Justice Al-
liance, said they identified with
the farmers.

“We are always under threat
of big corporates grabbing land
for the development of mines
and polluting industries.”

It was an injustice that peo-
ple were sacrificed for “so-
called” development.

“Development is not about
big projects. Our government
needs to rethink what they are
doing.”

The camp is at the Bluff
Eco Park, and will continue
until Sunday.



